MINUTE 3. AGENDA
The proposed agenda was approved.
MINUTE 4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 23 February 2011 at Monte Verita in Ascona (Switzerland) were approved.
MINUTE 5. RECENT TAXONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN THE ORDER CHLAMYDIALES
Since the previous meeting held in February 2011 in Ascona (Switzerland), a novel species has been reported in the literature: Estrella lausannensis (Lienard et al. Microbes Infect 13 (2011 ), 1232 -1241 . This species has been fully described with more than five genes and the name may thus be considered for publication in a validation list as soon as the strain has been submitted to two culture collections among the three listed in previous Minutes [Greub G. Int J Syst Evol Microbiol 60 (2010 ), 2691 -2693 . A new Candidatus species has also been proposed since the Ascona meeting: 'Candidatus Metachlamydia lacustris ' [Corsaro et al. Eur J Protist 46 (2010), 86-95] ; this Candidatus species was identified in a new amoebal species using molecular tools but the strain could not be recovered by culture, preventing complete species description.
MINUTE 6. MINIMAL STANDARDS FOR DESCRIPTION OF NEW SPECIES WITHIN THE ORDER CHLAMYDIALES
K. Laroucau identified a new species a priori assigned to the genus Chlamydia given similarity of the sequence of the 16S rRNA encoding gene is >95 %. About 10 isolates were recovered by cell culture respectively from chicken and from a bird species called Ibis sp. (a bird initially originating from Africa, but now present in France). K. Laroucau proposed two possible names: 'Chlamydia avium' and 'Chlamydia ibidis'. Given the genus name of one of its host, the subcommittee preferred the name 'Chlamydia ibidis'. Then, to answer K. Laroucau's query on how to report a new species, the subcommittee summarized the main steps that are necessary to validly publish a novel species name, as discussed in Ascona in 2011 (see Minutes, Greub G. Int J Syst Evol Microbiol (2013 ), 63, 1934 -1935 . Briefly, at least five conserved genes should be sequenced to infer genetic and phylogenetic analyses. The type strain should be deposited in at least two culture collections and phenotypic tests supporting the relatedness with members of the order Chlamydiales should be available. Antibody reactivity with different anti-sera is an interesting complementary phenotypic approach but is not mandatory. If the article is not published in IJSEM or in SAM, a new species name will only be validly published when documented in a validation list in IJSEM.
MINUTE 7. COMMUNICATION
An article entitled 'Chlamydia veritas' has been written by P. Bavoil, B. Kaltenbeock and G. Greub explaining chlamydial nomenclature rules (these general basic principles also apply for any other bacterial class); this short article will be submitted to Pathogen & Diseases early in 2013.
MINUTE 8. CURRENT MEMBERSHIP
The members of the subcommittee are as follows: Patrik Bavoil (USA); Robert Brunham (Canada); Gerald Byrne (USA); Gunna Christiansen (Denmark); Daniele Corsaro (France); Deborah Dean (USA); Pierre-Edouard Fournier (France); Grazia Greco (Italy); Gilbert Greub, Secretary and acting Chairman (Switzerland); Ted Hackstadt (USA); Mathias Horn (Austria); Bernhard Kaltenboeck (USA); Matthias Maass (Austria); Simone Magnino (Italy); Garry Myers (USA); Andreas Pospischil (Switzerland); Konrad Sachse (Germany); Richard Stephens (USA); Peter Timms (Australia); and Daisy Vanrompay (Belgium). These are all founder members. During the next meeting in San Antonio, USA, members who never participated to any meeting of the subcommittee since its start in Little Rock will be replaced by new members. New members may join the subcommittee up to a maximum of 20 members. They should have significant interest in taxonomy. A balance between members from USA and from other countries should be preserved. Similarly, gender balance will also be a criterion to select new members.
MINUTE 9. NEXT MEETING
The next closed meeting of the subcommittee will be held during the next meeting of the Chlamydia Basic Research Society (CBRS) that will take place in San Antonio in March 2013.
MINUTE 10. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 14 : 45 on 04 July 2012.
Gilbert Greub, Secretary and acting Chairman.
